THE LAND OF THE OSTRICH

BY TREVOR LYTILETON

ments).

{Mr. Lyttleton, o 36-yeor old Cambridge graducte, is a com-
poser, music publisher, lawyer and playwright. He wrote “THE
DEAL" — produced ot this year's Edinburgh Festival — a tragic
drama centred upon the moral issues confronting three expa-
triate white South African liberals who become involved in
what appears to be a plot to supply arms to South Africa.

Mr. Lyttleton wrote the following articie upon his return from
o private visit to South Africa. The significance of his findings
lies in the fact that he visited South Africa os an impartial and
uncommitted outsider with no axe to grind. He has asked us
to state that he is neither a member of any political party nor
associated with the Anti-Apartheid or any ohter similar move-

“Eighty per cent of the world's ost
riches are bred here in South Africa™
— says the guide at the Qudtshoorn
ostrich farm. No cloim to fame more
aptly describes the attitudes of maost
White South Africans both for and
against Apartheid.

“AGAINST" APARTHEID

The seli-professing ‘liberals’ are also
self-deluding :—

“l moved my bed into a position so
that t could see Robben Island across
the boy — says a Capetown heiress —
*Unlike most Whites | like to be re-
minded that over 900 political priso-
ners are detained there. I'm well
aware of what's going on and I'veé no
wish to turn my back on uncomfortable
facts. It's like Hoiti here — ‘La Dolce
Vita' built on rotten foundation?”

A few minutes later she is protesting
vehemently: “But I'm damned if I'm
going to leave South Africal No fear!
k wouldn’t do any good and, besides,
why should 1 leave all my money be-
hind %"

Mr. 5. a wealthy professional man,
hos cenvinced himself thot “This is a
good life. The AFrikoner's graduolly
becoming enlightened os he moves out

of the insularity of rural life inte inter-
national business and finance".

But the evidence of increasing Govern-
ment repressions runs counter to this
belief, shared by so many White South
Africans who like to persuade them-
selves that South Africa is o land of
'milk and honey’ — without taking too
much account of who is mitking whom,
“Wg are ‘punch drunk’!” exclaims a
lowyer describing the mounting volume
of restrictive legislotion which in the
last three years has, amongst other
things, made it illegal for:~

anyone to belong to o racially-mixed
political party; :
Coloured people to continue to have
ony representation whatsoever in Par-
lioament;

the partners to a mixed marriage, con-
trocted oputside South Africa to live
together as moan and wife within the
Republic.

In addition the Government has
acquired incregsed powers: —

to detoin people under the Terrorism
Act for unlimited periods, without
access to anyone, including relatives
and lawyers;

to override locol authorities in decid-
ing which areos, beoches and other
amenities shall be declared “White"
or “Non-White";

to restrict where Africans may live, to
transfer them to the Reserves and 1o
prevent them from being employed in
particular kinds of jobs:

to interfere in the rights of Universities
to decide who sholl teach, whe shall
be taught ond even, in certoin coses,
what shall be taught.

SIX SHILLINGS A DAY

But stil Mr. 5. is optimistic. And why
not? Has he not made tens of thou-
sands of tax-free pounds on the Stox
Exchange whilst paying lip-service to
a concern for the plight of the African
who has contributed so hondsomely to
his profits? And yet — for one of his
education and ability — he is not
lacking in awareness? Why, for ‘ex-
ample, is he amazed to learn that Afri-
con miners earn only six shillings «
day? Perhaps he prefers not to know
where his dividends are coming from.

“We would be deported if we prote-
sted. We talk a lot and do nothing” ~
explains o Johannesburg lowyer who
recently called in ot the local police
station to visit a client only %o find him
being subjected to electric shock trent-
ment.

The few who protest do so at their
peril. Out of 6% soliciters” firms in




Capetown only 2 are prepared to oct
for Africans in political cases ond they
" hove both been ‘searched’ by the Se-
curity Police.

A lewish businessman makes compa-
risons with Nazi Cermany:

"What did you do during the holo-
caustl — | feel like asking every Ger-
man | meetl But if in 20 years’ time
Fm . asked “What did you do?". ['li
" have to admit thot 1 did nothing'.

A young coupie showing me the Wy-
neberg - und Newlands suburbs of
Copetown point proudly ot the neat,
white terraced houses:—

“Look how beautifully they've been
done up to look like Chelseo-style cot-
vages!” '

Not o murmur of sympathy for the Co-

loureds who were ejected from their
homes to make way for the White de-
velopers who came in and exploited
the situation.

PLENTY TROUBLE

"There's gaing ta be plenty trouble™ —
complains a Coloured toxi-driver in
Copetown who no longer thinks twice
about driving a cob labelled "WHITES
ONLY", “You save for years to buy a
house and then they declare your area
“White" and you move out te the su-
burbst’

This Market area is ta be declared
White. The Indian traders uvre to be
moved out Yo their
20 miles out of Durbon'*
and _
“That beach is now Coloured but it
will be declored White within two
years!” '

Such-baold statements of fact from resi-
dents or guides show little concern for
the Indian tailor whe will lose all his
customess or for the Coloured children
who will have to trove] three miles to
an inferior bead.

The warmer-hearted who are genuinely
disturbed by some of the Govern-
ment's policies, toe often reveal an
awareness blunted by a reluctance to
probe too deeply ond to discuss real
issues. But even the few who make a
recl stond at considerable risk all too
frequently odmit that they were more
indignant 10 or 15 years ago when the
situation wos considerably less repres-
sive,

“When | met my old friends frem Uni-
versity” — says a South African actress

own township .

recently returned after several years in

- London ~ "} sold: ‘What's hoppened

to you? You've changed! We used to
fight agoinst these things. But now you
just accept ond say nothing’. They
replied: ‘Yes, but we ‘re older now
with kids to support. Besides, let's face
it. its o marvellous life here if you
keep quiet!”

NEUTRAL

“I used to get upset cbout the way
they treat the Blacks™ — reveals an
ltakan barber in Capetown “But
now I'm neut:ol. There's no point in
discussing ony more. The Afrikanet's
like a brick wall. Nothing will change
him! He's been brought up to believe
thot the Black man is e servant, an
objectl | believe in civilisation and pro-
gress and that, in the leng run - say
in 20 or 30 years — things will change.
Meanwhile, I'll mind my own busi-
ness!”

"I must admit I'm not os enthusiastic
as | used to be” - confesses a former

coandidate for o Progressive seat in -

Parliament. “Three factors hove dhan-
ged me: independence in other parts
of Africa {which lost us more wvotes
than anything else); the prosperous
boom conditions which have induced
many Whites to support the Govern-

~.ment; and the increcsing futility of

opposing o more and more autocratic
regime." '

The Guide at dinner shows us how:
"the Coloureds use beer-can openers
as slash rings!”

“Heaven knows what they'll do next!”
— sighs a charming . English-speaking
gentiemen.

Such fears run very deep and undoub-
tedly do much to perpetuate a system
under which the Government tightens
the screw whilst, for the most peort
White South Africans stand idly by with
their faces in the sun refusing te lock
at the pain inflicted in the process,

Mare than onything else they want to
hear how much you love their land.
chimate, food and woy of life. The
Highest compliment you can pay is to
say that you would like to live there,
for just as every outside ‘convert’
samehow appeases their conscience,
so conversely, every White emigrant
stimulates their feelings of guilt.

Your views on the real issues are un-
welcome unless they hoppen to en-

. contribution to the

-dorsé their sense of security and, if by
dchance you soy too much, you ore met
with the rebuke: “You really have to
live here to understand our problems”.
However the rosetinted cocoon of un-
reality by which most White South Afri-
cons surround themselves prompts one
to suppose that the length of one's
stay in South Afrco will be in inverse
proportion to the amount one is likely
to learn.
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STATUS QUO

. White women are keen to point out to

visitors from abrood how well they
treat their servants, "How | wept ot my
servant’s funeraf!l” or "gave the meid
a bedroom suite” — the mald in que-
stion was eorning 810 a month!

"My servant cried when she read o
statement by on African agitotor thot
servants were gaing to be obolished.
i reassured her'.

This lady was obviously more reassured
than her maid, for nothing comforts
the Whites more than to learn of an
African who wishes to maintoin the
‘status quo'l ¢

“Coloured servonts are becoming mare
difficult these days. They don’t appre-
ciate what you do for them” — a Cage-
town housewife complains. It scarcely
seems to hove occurred to her that
perheps they do not want to be ser-
vants at olll Official propaganda
wouid oppear to be remarkably effec-
tive — to Judge from those who profess
to oppose the Nationalists whilst deriv-
ing comfort from some of their more
specious arguments. For instance, time
and again people — other than officiol
guides — refer to the low rents {ohan

.as litle as 21,50 ¢ month} paid by

Africons whilst completely ignoring the
low pay they receive in raeturn for their
White-controlled
economy.

For those without eyes te see the easy
cacktail life on the sunbumnt beaches
and their own good opinion of the way
they trect their servants are sufficient
reassurance that everything in the gar-
den 1s ond will continue to be rosy.
Although aspiring to vogue 'liberol’
principles and o belief thet the Go-
vernment should do a little bit more for
the Africans ~ preferably not at their
expense -~ most non-Nationalist




Whites do not wish to know about Sa-
botage Trials, detentions, and mass
deportations: nor do they like to be
reminded thot they are responsible for
the decline of the United Party into a

mere cypher of what an Oppositfon -

“should be to the extent that, whilst
South Africa accounted for 47 per cent
of the world's known executions (U.N.
figures), the so-colled Opposition
stood committed only to Television and
a State Lottery! They prefer to watch
the shoare prices confident in the belief
that their slice of the cake will grow
in size whilst 50 per cent of the African
children born in the Transkei (which
few of them have visited} die of mal-
nutrition before the age of twolt

To do otherwise would be to disturb a
happy dreamworld.

- GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

Afrikaners

There is little love lost between Afriko-
ners and English-speaking Whites -
as evidenced by Mr. Hertzog's contro-
versial outburst to the effect that
“only Afrikaners true to the spirit of
Calvinism were fit to run the country”.
The Afrikaner’s fear of English domi-
natien partly explains the delay in
allowing television into the richest
- country in Africa and accounts for the
insistence at all times upon the offi-
cial use of Afrikaans as well os Eng-
lish (even on a 7-day guided tour in o
bus whose passengers all spoke Eng-
lish 1},

Nevertheless, the— Nationalists -insist
that the Whites are "one nation with o
heritage and way of life all their
own' — whilst in the same bregth pro-
claiming that the Africans comprise
several distinct peoples each with its
own language, customs, etc,

Upon these two statements the policy
of Separate Development is based.
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“What we're doing is English constitu-
tional history” — a Nationalist M. P.
explains ‘to me in the Cape . Parlia-
ment:— i ‘

"We'ra governing the Bantu from Pre-
toria just as the British governed us
Afrikaners from Whitehall! The Bantu

1 According to Professor John Reid of the
University of Natal.

C"We limit student protest” -

are essentially tribal and the diffe-
rence between the tribes are very
great. Our system of keeping the tribes
apart protects them from slitting each
other's throats!”

It is interesting to heor o lawyer-mem-
ber of Parliament who has travelled
abroad supporting the government's
past policy with regard to television
with the words: “We don't want that
tinned filth!”

When confronted with Professor Reid's
figures — quoted above — concerning
malnutrition in the Transkei his only
comment is:

“Some Africans in the Transkei have
four or five Cadillacs?”

He justifies the restrictions on free
access for White visitors to the Trans-
kei with: “Even | am forbidden teo enter
the Transkei without a permit” — as
though this was a great hardship. for
him and a priviiege for all the Afri-
cans! “Besides” — he goes on — as
though this somehow knocked the final
noil in his argument — “Asians aren’t
allowed inte the U.K. and, anyway, the
African must be protected from Com-

" munist agitotors’.

Moments [ater the ubiquitous shield of
Apartheid is being shown to protect
the African from predatory capita-
lists:—

“White capital is not allowed into the
Transkei becouse we want to protect
the Africans from exploitation by Je-
wish businessmen from lohannesburgl
By enforcing Apartheid we're protect-
ing the Africans from discrimination!”

Says
another Nationalist M., P, — “because
there are ¢ lot of communists in the
Universities. We don't want unrest

‘This is a peaceful countryl”

"What about Sharpeville?’ | interject
“Oh! that was a mere pinprick blown
up out of all propertian by the world
press”,

There is an uncanny resemblance bet-

ween his parting shot —
“You see we don't kill Africans” —

and the self-conscious joke of another

M. P. as | leave ~

"“How many Africans have you kil-.

Ied?l)_
he asks the policemen at the gate of
the Parliament precinct.

ok ok ok

"“They think we're the police!™ — says
a White toxi driver as six Africon
youths — aged 18 to 25 — get up and
run off as fast as they con as we drive
slowly post the terrible shodks of Eost
London's Duncan Villoge. Meanwhile,
an infant, wearing only a dirty vest,
jumps up ond down for joy. He has
yet to learn to feor White men in cors!

"Did you get the smell of them@" ~
asks an Afriknans woman after watch-
ing Africans in the Transkei putting on
a well-rehedrsed tribal performance for
our benefit “Why are you always tak-
ing pictures of them?' — she exclaims
— "We see too mudh of them!”

The tribal dances are performed in
Umtato by bare-breasted women weor-
ing multiple bangles, bracelets and
coloured beads under the direction of
a White guide who insists that he is
not from the Government. With thinly
disguised contempt he describes
how:— ' :

“They make their huts with cow ma-
nyre., The women mix it with their
hands. Now — you wouldn't like to do
that, would you now, Mrs. Jones? —
but this is the way they like to livel”

On oanother “showpiece™ tour at the
colourful Ndebele village near Johan-

-nesburg, ! manage to walk behind the

gaily-painted huts, with rush-motting
on the floor, outside which beaded and
bangled “topless” African women

. posed for photographs ot extortionate

prices.

Inside one of the houses {concedied
from the visitors’ view) sits a dignified
African mother with her uniformed
schoolgirl daughter 'in o simply furni-
shed modern room. Here is the Afri-

“can's natural desire for self-improve-

ment, outside — the Nationalists’ vain
attempt to ‘put badk the clodk’ on that

" development; - here lies the reality --

there the facade of fear and self-de-
fusion.

* ¥ ok
ENGLISH-SPEAKING
SUPPORTERS

A Cabinet Minister recently cccused
the Opposition of stiring up troubls
when a guestion was asked in the
House concerning three Africans found
dead from suffocotion in an over-
crowded prison van. A Judge conside-
red thot it wos no offence to keep
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one's houseboy in the boot of the cor
provided thot there was no danger
from exhgust fumes.
Because af their
rural bockground Afrikoner attitudes
such as these, however deplorable
and unfathomable to the outsider, are
in many ways less reprehensible than
those of the English-speaking White
supporters of the regime.

"Although ! didn't mind being in the
some ward os Coloured patients 1
found it repulsive to use the same eat-
ing utensils cnd insisted on being
translterred!” — declares a former pri-
soner-of-war reminiscing about his ex-
periences.

Another explains at table that: ''The
waiters wear white gloves for hygienic
regsons|”

“"How can you expect these 'Nigs’. to
rule - a country when they live like
thot!" — exclaims en English-speak-
ing lady (who might well have been
the wife of o Home Counties vicar) os
a graup of poor, ragged children sud-
denly emerge — dancing ond waving
- from the empty scrublands of the
parched Transkei,

The sight of a pothetic eripple in So-
weto instantly puts the English-speak-
ing guide on the defensive with;:

"'Oh, they get disability payments, you
know!"

“Bantus prefer to live in squalor" -
she comments oz we pass o particy-
lorly depressing housing section, Mo-
ments loter as she peints to the heuses
of the handful of Soweto's better-off
'Bantus':—

"See how well-kept their gardens arel”
— she now soys.

A similar inconsistency s revealed
when In one breath she describes Afri-
cans as "incapable of abstroct calcu-
lotion™ ond in another how o hospital
has just acquired an African medical
specialist who studied overseas before
coming badk to a top jobl

We are shown o charming Nursery
Schaol for the children of better-off
Africans, That it is o *“show piece” is
clear from the length of the Visitors
Book ond the fact that pictures of the
same school appear in several propa-
gonda brochures on Bantu education.

i om not allowed into an African
house at random but am toid thot if
| go to the Tourist Centre there is o
house nearby which con be visited|

narrow Calvinistic

‘would you?"

The guide - who tokes State Guests
on conducted tours at the Govern-
ment's expense - describes how Ro-
hert Kennedy, during his visit to South
Africa in 1967, took two photagraphs,
the first of 'Bant’ lying in the sun in
a pork, and the second of a miner
stripped to the woist. She insists that
Kennedy published these in 0 Germon
magazine and moliciously wrote under
the first the caption:—- “BANTU SHOT
DEAD IN PARK" and under the se-
cond: “AFRINANER MINER STRIPPED
TO THE WAIST AWAITING PUNISH-
MENT"I

“Don’t you believe all the distorted
things you reod obout us in the Press”
- soys o chatty Nationalist of English
origin.

“l am o Notionalist and my father was
a Nat’. There is no_trude of apology
in his voice as he continues — “Notio-
nalist poliey is based on fear and in-
bred hotred going badk to the Kaoffir
wors. | believe thot you should treat
the Black like o younger brother wha
needs pratection. Now you wouldn't
give your younger brother a gun,
— he asks.

“Perhaps not™ -t reply — bt Id give
him the saome lood ond shelter”. The
metaphor is quickly dropped.

QOne of his wife’s most vivid memories
of her European trip wos seeing «a
woman in lwaly pulling o plough:
"What a dreadful job for ¢ White
woman|’ - she keeps on saying-

* X X

“| think the students protesting at the
Universities are immature! They need

.to be guided by their elders and bet-

ters’., These words — not kom a
middie-aged, die-hard Afrikaner, but —
sod to relate — from o 2B-yeor old
English-spegking Public School - type
working in the Government Tourist Bu-
recu,

“Althaugh | hove voted United Poriy™
— he explains — “l now support the
Government. You've got to support
them in this job, as tourists to South
Aftica always discuss politics™.

“The moain thing is they're hoppy” -
soys an English-speaking White womon
in the Transkei after wotching the no-
tive tribal donces. :

The ostriches of South Africo are not
confined to Dudtshoorn

EEE.

FACT AND FICTION

As the sun sets over Toble Bay and
codktails transform foct into Rction and
fear into fontosy, whilst horsh reglities
disappear os conveniently os Robben
Islond into the darkness: os Whita
South Africans remain os foisely reas-

" sured by the fact that Aflricons come

to South Africa to work — when the
alternative in their own countries is no
work — as they ore lulled by compar-
ing African wages in the richest coun-
try in Africa with those in the poorest;
os the White supremacists feel secure
in their armed strength — conveniently
forgetting that without weapons, Afri-
cans could by a single nationol strike
bring the entire economy to o grind-
ing halt: os mounting oppression adds
fuel w discantent: as the ostriches ot
Qudishoorn and elsewhere bury their
heads in the sand — let it not be for-
gotien thot just os there is only one
real issue - o rich coke and how to
shore it — there is also only one que-
stion to be answered:

“For how long con it remain divided os
ot present!”

* k X

RUN WITH BLOOD

“This country will run with blood if
they don't stop treating the Africons
like this"” - soys o Congregational Mi-
nister living and working with Blocks
in o smoll town near the Transkei.

"The laws are wicked” — he continues
— "There's vicious hotred here. They're
sent to the Transkei at rondom 1o
starve, There's nothing there for them
- no work and little cultivation. They'll
only take se much of this treatment

One doy they'll say "We'd rather die
thon stond any more of this’.",

But what of the silent majority?

“There is no work here" — szays o
middle-aged African in a small, shanty
town in the Transkei. "'I'm here to re-
cruit Africons for the mines- | have no
difficulty in persuading them to leave
their lamikies. First they're moved here
from the towns, then -they hove to
move on because there's na work.
We're oll very frustrated. We never see
the foreign press but we hear the ra:
dio. We know whot's going on else-
where. One day there'll be a great
warl”
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I am so sorry tc have been s¢o long replving
to your letter, but as usual I've been away
and managed teo get at it only thils week.

Of course I've read your ccnclusions about
South Africa with immense interest, and appro-
val —-—- not, alas, surprise; I know the bleoedy -
place only teco well and am bitterly familiar
with the imhumanities of apartheid. I first
tried tc make pecple aware of what baaskaap
meant years and years ago when Malan first got
the Nats into Government threough the inadequacies
of Smuts. It took a long time to persuade
some pecple of what is now accepted ag cne cof
the wretched commonplaces of the werlid, and in
the process I got my own African becck prescribed
and myself excluded,

I am rather at a loss to know how tc advise
you in getting your views ventilated. The facts
are not new enough te be a revelation —-- that
is tc say, wnile not nearly enough people here
are aware of just hew bad things are, the theme
itself is usually ccnsidered by pablishers to
be worked out, If I had my way I would have these
facts brandished in front of every European nose
continually, but it might be professiocnally
argued that apartheid dcesn't shccek anyone any
more, and that enough Journalistic preotests have
been made about South Africa to fill a house.
This 1is a rather difficult thing to deny.

There is also the prcblem, technically (which
I'm sure you've been told cver and over !) of
the unorthodex length of the manuscript: tece much
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for an article, tco little fer a beck. I know

this 1s a preposterous cbjection, but it is

the scrt of cne publishers make. It is, of

ccurse, 'panmphlet-length'!, but whe puts out
pamphlets now ?

I'm not making difriculties, and I'd 51ncerely
'1ike to help. What about us having a chat
about the whele thing some day soon ? If you
cared to give me a ring some time I'm sure we
could fix scmething up, and werry cut scmething
constructive,

Yours sincerely

Trevor Lyttieton Esq.,
22 Park Crescent,
LONDON W1




