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BY TREVOR LYTTLETON 

(Mr. L,nleton, o 36-rear old Cambridge graduate, is a com• 
poser, music publisher, lawyer and playwright. He wrote "THE 
DEAL• - produced at this year's Edinburgh Festival - a tragic 
drama centred upon the moral issues confronting three expo• 
triate white South African liberals who become involved in 
what appears to be a plot to supply arms to South Africa. 

Mr. Lyttleton wrote the followin9 article_ upon his return from 
a private visit to South Africa. The significance of his findings 
lies in the fact that he visited South Africa as an impartial and 
uncommitted outsider with no axe to grind. He has asked us 
to state that he is neither a member of anr political party nor 
associated with the Anti-Apartheid or any ohter similar move­
ments). 

"Eighty per cent of the world's ost• 
riches are bred here in South Africa" 
- says the guide at the Oudtshoom 
os-trich form. No claim to fame more 
aptly describes the attitudes of, most 
White South Africans both for and 
against Apartheid, 

"AGAINST" APARTHEID 

The self-professing 'liberals' ore also 
self-deluding:-

.,, moved my bed into a position so 
that I could see Robben Island across 
the bay - says a Capetown heiress -
"Unlike most Whites I like to be re· 
minded that over 9CX) political priso­
ners ore detained there. I'm well 
aware of what's going on and I've no 
wish to turn my bade on uncomfortable 
facts. It's like Haiti here - 'La Dolce 
Vita' built on rotten foundation!" 

A few minutes later she is protesting 
vehemently: "But I'm damned if I'm 
going to leave South Africa I No fear! 
It wouldn't-do any good and, besides, 
why should I leave all my money be­
hind?" 

Mr. S .. a wealthy professional man, 
hos convinced himself that "This is a 
good life. The Afrikaner's gradually 
becoming enlightened as he moves out 

of the lnsulority of rural life into inter­
national business and finance". 

But the evidence of increasing Govern­
ment repressions runs counter to this 
belief, shared by so many White South 
Africans who like to persuade them­
selves that South Africa is a land of 
'milk and honey' - without taking too 
much account of who is milking whom. 
"We ore 'punch drunk'!" exclaims a 
lawyer describing the mounting volume 
of restrictive legislation which in the 
last three years hos, amongst other 
things, made it illegal for:-
anyone to belong to a racially-mixed 
political party; 
Coloured people to continue to hove 
any representation whatsoever in Par­
liament; 
the partners to a mixed· marriage. con­
tracted outside South Africa to live 
together as man and wife within the 
Republic. 

In addition the Government hos 
acquired increased powers: -
to detain people under the T errarism 
Act for unlimited periods, without 
access to anyone, including relatives 
and lawyers; 
to override local authorities in decid­
ing which areas, beaches and other 
amenities shall be declared .. White" 
or "Non-White''; 

to restrict where Africans may live, to 
transfer them to the Reserves ond to 
prevent them.from being employed in 
particular kinds of jobs; 
to interfere in the rights of Universities 
to decide who shall teach, who sholl 
be taught and even, in certain coses, 
what shall be taught. 

SIX SHILLINGS A DAY 

But still Mr, S. is optimistic. And why 
not? Hos he not made tens of thou­
sands of tax-free pounds on the Staci< 
Exchange whilst paying lip-service to 
a concern far the plight of the African 
who has contributed so handsomely 10 

his profits? And yet - for one of his 
education and ability - he is not 
locking in awareness? Why, for • ex­
ample, is he amazed to learn that Afr;_ 
can miners earn only six shillings a 
day'? Perhaps he prefers not l!o know 
where his dividends ore coming from. 

"We would be deported if we prote­
sted. We talk a lot and do nothing" -
explains a Johannesburg lawyer who 
recently called in at the local police 
station to visit a client only to find him 
being subjected to electric shock treat" 
ment. 

The few who ,protest do so at their 
perll. Out of 65 solicitors' firms in 
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Capetown only 2 ore prepared to act 
for Africans in political coses ond they 
have both been 'seordled' by the Se­
curity Police. 

A Jewish businessman rJ{okes compa­
risons with Nazi Germany; 

''Whot did you do during the holo­
caust! - I feel like asking every Ger­
mon I meetl But ·if in- 20 years' time 
I'm- asked "What did you dof''. 1"11 
haYe ,o admit that I did nothing". 

A young couple showing me the Wy­
neberg and Newlands suburbs of 
Copetown point ,proudly at the neat, 
white terraced houses:-
"looli: how beautifully they've been 
done up to look like Chelseo-style c~t­
toges !" 

Not o murmur of sympathy for the Co­
loureds who were ejected from their 
homes to make way for the White de­
Yelopers who come in and exploited 
the situation. 

PLENTY TROUBLE 

'"Tliere's going to be plenty trouble'' 
complains o Coloured toxi-driver in 
Capetown who no longer thinks twice 
about driving a cob labelled "WHITES 
ONLY". "You save for years to buy o 
house and then they declare your area 
"White" and you move out to the su­
burbs!·' 

This Market oreo is to be declared 
White. The Indian traders ore to be 
moved out to their own township 
20 miles out of Durban" 
aad 
"That bead, is now Coloured but it 
will be declared White within two 
years!" 

Such·bold statements of fact from resi­
dents or guides show little concern for 
the Indian tailor who will lose all his 
customers or for the Coloured children 
who will hove to travel three miles to 
on ·inferior bead,, 

The wormer-hearted who ore genuinely 
disturbed by some of the Govern­
ment's policies, too o~en reveal on 
awareness blunted by a reluctance to· 
probe too deeply and to discuss real 
issues. But e\'en the few who make a 
real stand ot considerable risk all too 
frequently admit that they were more 
indignant 10 or 15 years ago when the 
situation was considerably les:S repres­
slYe. 

"When 1 met my old friends from Uni­
Yersity" - soys a South African actress 

• 

recently returned after severa"I years In 
• London - "I sold: 'What's happened 
to you, You've chan9edl ·we used ta 
fight against these thi-ngs. But now ycu 
just accept and say nothing', They 
replied; 'Yes, but we 're older now 
with kids to support.· Besides, let's face 
it. it's a marvellous life here if you 
keep quiet!" 

NEUTRAL 

"I used to get upset about the way 
they treat the Blacks" - reveals cm 
Italian barber in Capetown - "But 
now I'm neutral. Tf-iere's no point in 
discussing any more. Tbe Afrikone1·s 
like o bride wall. Nothing will change 
hirn I He's been brought up to believe 
that the Blad: man is a servant, an 
object! I believe -in civilisation and pro­
gress and that. ln the long run - say 
in 2□ or 30 years - things will change. 
Meanwhile, I'll mind my own busi• 
nessl" . 

"I must admit I'm not as enthusiastic 
os I use-d to be" - confesses o former 
candidate for o Progressive seat ln 
Parliament. "Three factors hove thon­
ged me: Independence in other ports 

• of Africa (which lost us more votes 
than anything else); the prosperous 
boom conditions which hove induced 
many Whites lo support the GoYern­
ment; and the incr~osing futility of 
opposing o more ond more autocratic 
regime." 

The Guide at dinner .shows us how: 
"the Coloureds use beer-con openers 
as slosh ring!!'' 

"Haaven knows what they'll do nextl'' 
- sighs a charming English•speoking 
gentlemen. 

Such fears run very deep and undoub­
tedly do much to ,perpetuate o system 
under which the Covernment tightens 
the screw whilst. for the most port, 
White South Africans stand idly by with 
their faces In the sun refusing to look 
at the pain inflicted in the process. 

More than onything else they wont to 
hear how much you love their land, 
dimate, food and way of life. The 
liighest compl!ment you con pay is to 
soy that you would like to live there, 
for just as every outside 'conYert' 
somehow appeases their conscience, 
so conversely, every White emigrant 
stimulates their feellngs of guilt. 

Your views on the real issues ore un· 
welcome unless they happen to en-

dorse their sense of .security ond, if b'( 
dionce you soy too mudl, you are met 
with the rebuke: .. You really haYe to 
live here to understand our problems". 
However ,the rasetlnted cocoon of un­
reality by whi<h most White South Afri­
cons surround themselYes prompts one 
to suppose that the length of one's 
stay in South Africa will be in inverse 
proportion to the amount one is likely 
to learn. 

* * * 
STATUS QUO 

White women ore keen to point ovt to 
Yisitors from abroad how well they 
treat their servants, "How J wept ot my 
servant's funeral!" or "gave the moi::l 
a bedroom suite" - the mold in que­
sl.'ion was earning 210 a month! 

"My servant cried when she read o 
statement by an African agitator that 
servants were going to be abolished. 
I reassured her". 

This lady was obviously more reossured 
than her maid, for riothing comforts 
the Whites more than to learn of on 

African who wishes to maintain the 
'status quo'! • 

"Coloured servants ore becoming more 
difficult these days. They don't appre­
ciate whet you do for them" - o Cape­
town housewife complains. It scorcely 
seems to hove occurred to her that 
perhaps they do not wont to be ssr­
vonts at oil! Officio! propogondo 
would appear to be remarkably effec­
tive - to Judge from those who profess 
to oppose the Nationalists whilst deril!­
ing comfort from some of their mortc 
specious arguments. for instance, time 
and again people - other than offlcio! 
guides - refer to the low rents (oheri 
os little as 21.50 a month) paid b·; 
Africans whilst completely ignoring the 
low pay they receive in return for their 
contribution to the White-contro!l~d 
economy. 

For those without eyes to see the easy 
cod:toil life on the sunburnt beodics 
ond their own good opinion of the woy 
they treat their servants ore sufficient 
reassurance that everything in the gar­
den ls and will continue to be rosy. 
Although aspiring to vague 'liberal' 
principles and o belief that the Go. 
vernment should do a little bit more for 
the Africans - preferably not at their 
expense most non•Notion.olis: 
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Whites do not wish to know about Sa­
botage Trials, detentions, and mass 
deportations: nor do they like to be 
reminded that they ore responsible for 
the decline of the United Porty into a 
mere cypher of what on Oppositfon 
should be to the extent that, whilst 
South Africa accounted for 47 per cent 
of the world's known executions (U.N. 
figures), the so-called Oppo51tion 
stood committed only to Television and 
a State Lottery! They prefer to wptch 
the shore prices confident in the belief 
that their slice of the cake will grow 
in size whilst 50 per cent of the African 
diildren born in the Tronskei (which 
few of them hove visited) die of mal­
nutrition before the age of twol 1 

To do otherwise would be to disturb a 
happy dreamworld. 

GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS 

Afrikaners 

There is little love lost between Afrika­
ners and English-speaking Whites -
as evidenced by Mr. Hertzog's contro­
versial outburst to the effect that 
''only Afrikaners true to the spirit of 
Co!vinism were fit to run the country". 
The Afrikaner's fear of !=ngtish domi­
nation partly explains the delay in 
allowing television into the richest 
country in Africa and accounts for the 
insistence at all times upon the offi­
cial use of Afrikaans as well os Eng­
lish (even on a 7-day guided tour in a 
bus whose passengers all spoke Eng­
lish!). 

Nevertheless, the--Nationalists insist 
that the Whites are "one notion with a 
heritage and way of life all their 
own" - whilst ln the some breath pro­
claiming that the Africans comprise 
several distinct peoples each with its 
own language, customs, etc. 

Upon these two statements the policy 
of Separate Development is based. 

* * * 
"What we're doing is English constitu­
tional history" - a Nationalist M. P. 
explains to me in the Cope Porlio-
ment:-
"We're governing the Bantu from Pre­
toria just as the British governed us 
Afrikaners from Whitehall! The Bantu 

1 According to Professor John Reid of the 
University of Natal. 

are essentially tribal and the diffe­
rence between the tribes ore very 
great. Our system of keepif\g the tribes 
apart ·protects them from slitting each 
other's throats!" 

It is intere$ting to hear a lawyer-mem­
ber of Parliament who has travelled 
abroad supporting the government's 
post policy with regard to television 
with the words: "We don't wont that 
tinned filth!" 

When confronted with Professor Reid's 
figures - quoted above - concern-ing 
malnutrition in the Tronskei his only 
comment is: 

"Some Africans in the T ranskei have 
four oi five Cadillacs!" 

He justifies the restrictions· on free 
access for White visitors to the Trans­
kei with: "Even I am forbidden to enter 
the Transkei without a perrllit" - os 
though this was a great hardship. for 
him and a priviiege for all the Afri­
cans! "Besides'' - he goes on - as 
though this somehow knocked the final 
nail in his argument - "Asians aren't 
allowed into the U.K. and, anyway, the 
African must be protected from Com­
munist agitators". 

Moments later the ubiquitous shield of 
Apartheid is being shown to protect 
the African from predatory capita­
llsts:-

"White capitol is not allowed into the 
Transkei because we wont to protect 
the Africans from exploitation by Je­
wish businessmen from Johannesburg! 
By enforcing Apartheid we're protect­
ing the Africans from discrimination I" 

"We limit student protest" - says 
another Nationalist M. P. - "because 
there are o lot of communists in the 
Universities. We don't Wont unrest, 

·This ·ls a peaceful country!" 

"What about Shorpeville?'' I interject 
"Oh J that was a mere pin pride: blown 
up out of oil proportion by the world 
press". 

Th!i1re is an uncanny resemblance bet­
'ween his pa~ting shot -
"You see we don't kill Africans" -
and the self-conscious joke of another 
M. P. as I leave -
,"How many Africans hove you kil­
led?"-
he asks the policemen at the gate of 
the Parliament precinct. 

* * * 

"They think we're the police!" - soys 
a White taxi driver as six African 
youths - aged 18 to 25 - g~t up and 
run off as fast Gs they con os we drive 
slowly past the terrible shocks of Eost 
London's Duncan Village. Meanwhile, 
an infant, wearing only o dirty vest, 
jumps up and down for joy. He hos 
yet to learn to fear White men in cars! 

"Did you get the smell of them?'' -
asks on Afrikoons woman ofter watch­
ing Africans in the T ronskei putting on 
a weH~reheorsed tribal performance for 
our benefit. '"Why are you always tak­
ing pictures of them?" - she exclaims 
- "We see too much of them!" 

The tribal dances ore performed in 
Umtota by bore-breasted women wear­
ing multiple bangles, bracelets and 
coloured beads under the direction of 
a White guide who insists that he is 
not from the Government With thirily 
disguised contempt he describes 
how:-

"They make .their huts with cow ma­
nure. The women mix ·it with their 
hands. Now - you wouldn't like to do 
that, would you now, Mrs. Jo~es? -
but this is the way they like to live!" 

On another ' 1showpiece" tour ot the 
colourful Ndebele village near Johan­
nesburg, I manage to walk behind the 
gaily-painted huts, with rush-matting 
on the floor, outside which beaded and 
bangled "topless" Afr~con women 
posed for photographs ot extortionate 
prices. 

Inside one of the houses (concealed 
from ·the visitors' view) sits a dignified 
African mother with her uniformed 
schoolgirl daughter ·1n a simply furni­
shed modern room. Here is the Afri­
can's natural desire for self-improve­
ment, 01,1tside - the Nationalists' vain 
-attempt to 'put back the clock' on that 
development; here lies the reality -
there the facade of fear and self-de­
lusion. 

* * * 
ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
SUPPORTERS 

A Cabinet Minister recently accused 
the Opposition of stirring up trouble 
when o question was asked in the 
House concerning three Africans found 
dead from suffocation in an over­
crowded prison van. A Judge conside­
red that it wos no offence to keep 
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one·s houseboy in the boot of the cor 
provided thot there wos no danger 
from exhaust fumes. 

Because of their norrow Calvinistic 
rural badtground Afrikaner attitudes 
such as these, however deplorable 
and unfathomable to 'the outsider, are 
In many ways less reprehensible than 
those of the Engtish-spealang White 
.i;upporters of the regime. 

"Although I didn't mifld being in the 
same ward as Coloured patients I 
found it repulsive to use the same eat­
ing utensils and insisted on being 
transferred I" - declares o former pri­
soner-of-war reminiscing about his ex­
periences. 

Another explain.Ii at table that; "The 
woiters wear white gloves for hygienic 
reasons I" 

"How can you expect these 'Nigs'. to 
rule o country when they f.ive like 
that!" - exclaims an English-speak­
ing lady (who might well have been 
the wife of a Home Counties yjcar) as 
a group of poor, ragged children sud­
denly emerge - dancing and woYlng 
- from the empty scrublonds of the 
pordied Tronskei. 

The sight of a pathetic crlppl.e in So­
weto instantly puts the English-speak­
ing guide on the defensive with; 
"Oh, they get disability payments, you 
know!" 

"Bantus prefer to live in squalor" -
she comments as we poss o particu­
larly depressing housing section, Mo­
ments loter as she points ta the houses 
of the hondful of Sowekl's better-off 
'Bantus':-
"See how wel!-kept their gcrdens ore!" 
- .i;he now soys. 

A s1milor lncomistencv Is revealed 
when In one breath she describes Afrl­
con.i; cs "incopoble of abstract cotcu­
lotion .. and in -another how a hospital 
hos just ocquired on African medico! 
specialist who studied overseas before 
coming bade to a top jobl 

We ore shown o diorming Nursery 
School for the dtildren of better-off 
Africans. That it is o "show piece" is 
cleor from the length of the Visitors 
Book and the feet that pictures of the 
some school appear in several propa­
ganda brochures on Bantu education. 

I om not allowed into on African 
house ot random· but om told that if 
I go to the Tourist Centre there is o 
house nearby whlch can be visited I 
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The guide - who takes State puem 
on carKl.ucted tours at the Govern­
ment's expense - describes how Ro­
bert Kennedy, during his 11isit to South 
Africa ln 1967, took two photographs, 
the first of 'Bantu' lying in the sun in 
a pork, and the second or o miner 
stl"lpped to the woisL She insists that 
Kennedy published these in o Germon 
magazine ond moliciouslr wrote under 
the first the caption:- "BANTU SHOT 
DEAD IN PARI'• and under the se­
cond: "AFRIKANER MINER STRIPPED 
TO THE WAIST AWAITING PUNJSH­
MENr'I 

"Don't you believe oil the distorted 
things you read about us in the Press'" 
- says a chatty Nationalist of English 
origin. 

"I om a Notionolist_ond mr lot.her was 
o Nat". There is no trace of apology 
i,-, his 11oice as he c::ontinues - .. Natio­
nalist policy is based on fear and in­
bred hatred going bodr. to the Kaffir 
w0rs. I bel1eve that you should treot 
the Block like o younger brother who 
needs protection. Now you wo1.1ldn't 
give your younger brother a gun, 
would youi" - he asks. 

"Perhaps not" -1 reply - ·;,but I'd give 
him the same lood and shelter•·. The 
metaphor is quickly dropped. 

One of his wlfe·s most viwid memories 
of her European trip was seeing o 
woman in Italy pulling o plough; 
"What a dreadful job For o White 
woman I" - she keeps on soylng. 

* * * 
"J think the students prot-esting at the 
Universities ore immature! They need 

. to be guided by their elders ond bet­
ters", These words - not ITom o 
middle-aged, die-hard Afrikaner, but -
sod to relcte - from o 28-year old 
English-speaking Public Sd,ool type 
working in the Government Tourist Bu­
re-au, 

"Although I hove voted United Porty"" 
- he explains - "I now support the 
Government. You've got to support 
them in this Job, os tourists to South 
Africa always discuss politics ... 

"The main thing is ther're hoppJ" -
says an English-speaking White woman 
in the Tronskei ofter wotc:hing the na­
tive tribal dances. 
The ostriches of South Afric::o ore not 
confii,ed to Oudtshoorn 

* * * 

FACT AND FICTION 

As the sun sets over Table Boy and 
cocktails transform foct intD liction and 
fear inlv fantasy, whilst ho~h reotities 
disappear as conweniently os Robben 
Island into the darkness; as 'W'hiti!c 
South A.frimns remain os folsefy reos-

, sured by the fact that Africans come 
to South Africa to work - when the 
olternolive in their own co1.1nbies is ne 
work - as they ore lulled by compor• 
ing African wages in the rii::hest coun­
try in Africa with those in the poorest; 
os the While supremocisb feel secure 
in their armed strength - conveniently 
forgetting thot without weapons, Afri­
_cons could by o single notional strike 
bring the entire economy to o grind­
inQ halt: as mounting oppression odds 
fuel to discontenl: os the ostriches at 
Oudmhoorn and elsewhere bu,y their 
heads in the sond - let it not be for­
gotten thol just as there is only one 
real issue - a rich coke and how to 

shore it - there is also only one que­
stion to be answered: 

"for hOW long con it remain divided os 
ot present!" 

* * * 
RUN WITH BLOOD 

"This country wilt run with blood ii 
they don't stop treating the Africans 
lilr.e thiS" - soys o Congregational Mi• 
nister livif!g ond working with Blocks 
in o smoll town near the Tronslr.ei. 

.. The law:i. are wicked" - he continues 
- '"There's vicious hatred here. They're 
sent to the T ronsilei ot random to 
sturve. There's nothing there for them 
- no work ond little cultlv0tion. They'll 

;only toke so much of this treatment. 

One doy they"II say "We'd rather die 
thon stand any mare of this'·.•·. 

But what of the silent mojorityi 

"There is no work here" - says o 
middle-aged African in o small. shanl)' 
town in the Transkei. 'Tm here to ,e­
cruit Africons for the mines- I hove no 
difficult., in persuading them to leave 
tfieir families. First the'f're moved here 
from the towns, then they hove to 

move on because there's no wa,li.. 
We're oil very frustrated. We never see 
the foreign press but we hear the ra­
dio. We Ir.now whot'11. going on else­
where. One dQJ there'll ba ca great 
war I"' • 



CAMERON 6 ASHBURN GARDENS, 

LONDON. s.w.7. 
01-373 0181 

11th December 69 

I am so sorry to have been so long replying 
to your letter, but as usual I've been away 
and managed to get at it only this week. 

Of course I 1 ve read your conclusions about 
South Africa with immense interest, and ap~ro­
val -- not, alas, surprise; I know the bloody 
place only too well and am bitterly familiar 
with the imhumanities of apartheid. I first 
tried to make people aware of what baaskaap 
meant years and years ago when :ilalan first got 
the Nats into Government through the inadequacies 
of Smuts. It took a long time to pe~suade 
some people of what is now accepted as one of 
the wretched commonplaces of the world, and in 
the process I got my own African book proscribed 
and myself excluded. 

I am rather at a loss to know how to advise 
you in getting your views ventilated. The facts 
are not new enough to be a revelation -- that 
is to say, while not nearly enough people here 
are aware of just bow bad things are, the theme 
itself is usually considered by pablishers to 
be worked out. If I had my way I would have these 
facts brandished in front of every European nose 
continually, but it might be professionally 
argued that apartheid doesn't shock anyone any 
more, and that enough journalistic protests have 
been made about South Africa to fill a house. 
This is a rather difficult thing to deny. 

There is also the problem, technically (which 
I'm sure you've been told over and over!) of 
the unorthodox length of the manuscript: toe much 



-two-

for an article, too little for a book. I know 
this is a preposterous objection, but it is 
the sort of one publtshers make. It is, of 
course, 'pamphlet-length', but who puts out 
pamphlets now? 

.. 

I'm not making difficulties, and I'd sincerely 
like to help. What about us having a chat 
about the whole thing some day soon? If you 
cared to give me a ring some time I'm sure we 
could fix something up, and worry out something 
constructive. 

Yours sincerely 

Trevor Lyttleton Esq., 
22 Park Crescent, 
LONDON Wl 


